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informed him that the threatened attack was deferred be-
cause the Russian army was not ready, but that it would
certainly be made in the following spring. There is little
doubt that the writer was the Grandduke Peter, the
acknowledged heir to the Russian throne, a devoted
admirer of Frederick, and consequently a strong, though
secret, opponent of the Czarina's policy. These letters
turned the scale in favour of immediate war.
Frederick saw his opportunity, and determined decideTon
to draw the sword while he had only Austria war*
to deal with. It was a momentous decision, but it was
just and wise. It was a just decision because, although
apparently the aggressor, he was in reality acting in self-
defence. There was no longer the faintest hope of pre-
serving peace. The first Silesian war was voluntary on
his part, but this time war was forced upon
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him.    It was a wise decision, because his best wisdom of
chance of escaping destruction lay in anticipat- his decision-
ing the attack of his enemies.    It was just possible that
he might crush Austria in a single campaign, and nip the
coalition in the bud.     It is true that he was  playing
Austria's game by attacking her, for he thus enabled her
to represent herself as the injured party, and so to call
upon France for the succours stipulated for in the Treaty
of Versailles.    But he had reason to believe that delay
would merely serve to give her time to draw France into
an offensive alliance, and, therefore, this consideration was
outweighed by the certain advantages of prompt action..
Still, in deference to the wishes of England, Frederick
consented to make a final effort for peace before proceed-
ing to extremities.    Klinggraff, his ambassador
at Vienna, was instructed to demand a private ^l^Takst
audience of the Empress-Queen, and to ask effort for
her whether her camps on the Silesian frontier peace'
were formed for the purpose of attacking Prussia.    The

